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Alumni Meet-2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alumni Meet-2022 

V.M. Salgaocar 

Institute of 

International 

Hospitality 

Management 

(VMSIIHE) organized 

its 2nd alumni meet 

“NOSTALGIA 2022” on 

06th May 2022 at 

Creams Restaurant. 

The Director/Principal 

Prof. Irfan Mirza and 

the alumni co-

ordinator Ms. Alethea 

Baracho welcomed the former students once again on campus. The staff members and alumni got a 

chance to relive some of the best memories that were created here on this very campus as a 

VMSIIHE family.   



 

One of our alumnus, Bob Abreu celebrated his birthday that day and he was given a surprise cake 

cutting ceremony by the staff members and the rest of the alumni. 

Time flew by very quickly through informal catching up and remising of old memories while treating 

our taste buds with the wonderful spread of the brunch organized by Chef. Sebastian and his kitchen 

team. 

The alumni were thanked by Prof. Irfan Mirza for attending the get-together despite their hectic 

schedules and were presented with a small souvenir to remember this memorable day. The alumni 

get-together ended with the alumni requesting to have another meet-up soon and how they 

enjoyed their time together and feeling cherished and remembered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alumni Meet-2022 

V.M. Salgaocar Institute of International Hospitality Management (VMSIIHE) organized its 3rd alumni 

meet “NOSTALGIA 2022” on 02nd December 2022. A total of 54 alumni attended the get together. 

The Director/Principal Prof. Irfan Mirza and the alumni co-ordinator Ms. Alethea Baracho welcomed 

the former students once again on campus. Many alumni got a chance to interact and meet their 



 

batch mates, seniors/juniors after many years and were very happy and excited catching up with 

each other.  

Time flew by very quickly through informal catching up and remising of old memories while treating 

our taste buds with the wonderful spread of the brunch organized by Chef. Sebastian and his kitchen 

team. 

The staff members and alumni got a chance to relive some of the best memories that were created 

here on this very campus as a VMSIIHE family.  The alumni left the campus feeling nostalgic about 

their college days and creating new memories as well. 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Guest Speaker Mr.Ujwala Tripathi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Guest Speaker Ms.Joana Richa Luis 
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   The hospitality industry is going through a very difficult period and am sure we 

 

the challenges and to continue to excel in your noble profession. As ambassadors of VMSIIHE 

 

 

           

   

Do visit the VMSIIHE website and update your alumni details (current position, contact nos, 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

It's        

 

 

no longer with us, we would still like to be a part of your success. This newsletter is looking 

out for ways to connect our alumni by sharing their success stories and also how VMSIIHE 

   

   thankful               

 

 

 

        inspire,      

 

 

      

   

Alethea Baracho 

 



 

  

               

   

  

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

        

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

years at VMSIIHE were the building blocks for me to develop into an effective hotelier and 

 

   

               

   

 

 

               

   

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   



 

  

Dear Reader, as you may be aware, being a student at VMSIIHE, we were always taught to 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portugal.   gave              

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

  

My career began when I started working at Firefly's as a Bar-back in 2018 as I    

 

 

   various bars in    

     consulting           

 

 few         Marketing       

 

 

USA.And in the following year, I became the brand ambassador for this particular company. 
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VMSIIHE Connect 

THE JOURNEY IS JUST AS IMPORTANT AS THE 

DESTINATION; ALUMNI STORIES 

 Sahil Essani 

It has been a little over a year since graduating from college to make the transition into 

my professional life, and it is safe to say for me to say that I have had a very fulfilling year 

owing to the support, development and momentum gained through my time at VMSIIHE.  

Starting off I had a few months to build on my abilities and make good use of my time 

before joining the Hotelier Development Program of IHCL, an opportunity which I received 

during my campus placements. Thus, I decided to reach out to one of the most reputed 

beverage personnel in the country, Karl Fernandes- a former brand ambassador at 

DIAGEO who runs a beverage consulting company called Muddle and Shuffle. This was an 

immense experience through which I gained a great deal of knowledge, experience and 

networking opportunities in the beverage world. It was really valuable as I got to be a part 

of a wide array of experiences in a short period, including being a part of the Feni distillery 

tour and masterclass at the Fazenda Cazulo and a brief stint in the pre-opening of the 

Firefly bar at Pedrito's by the Banyan which went on to be one of India's Best 30 bars for 

2019. This experience ended in the best way possible as towards the end of my stint, I was 

able to bag the 1st place at the Cocktail Challenge at the 7th annual Goa Food and 

Hospitality expo which included a lot of seasoned professionals from the hospitality 

industry. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In September 2019, I began the intriguing yet exciting prospect of starting off my career as 

a management trainee as part of Hotelier Development Program of IHCL. I was looking 

forward to this for quite a while since this would be my first proper job as a hotelier and it 

would be at an iconic company that I had heard only good things about.  

We began with a 40 day induction which was filled with a lot of great memories and 

strong bonds with my new colleagues. On the last day of induction, I was pleasantly 

overwhelmed to find out that I was one of the two people in the batch to take a 

memorable detour to Jamshedpur to work with the CSR section of IHCL in collaboration 

with TATA Steel CSR to be a part of a tribal conclave called Samvaad. This included 

connecting with Tribal home cooks from all over the country, documenting their recipes 

and best practices and distilling all the knowledge gained into a culinary experience that 

was called Aatithya. 

VMSIIHE Connect 

THE JOURNEY IS JUST AS IMPORTANT AS THE 

DESTINATION; ALUMNI STORIES 

There are endless stories and memories to talk about however, here are three of my 

favorite among them all: First, Being able to design a dining space with all the little 

specifications and seeing it come to life over the space of 45 days, Secondly, planning the 

curated lunches which were attended by some of the biggest names in the company, 

including Mr. TV NarendranCEO and Managing Director of Tata Steel, as well as some of 

the biggest food bloggers in the country including Kalyan Karmakar of The Finely 

Chopped, and finally, selling out all the food our team of tribal home cooks which turned 

into one big family that stays in touch with each other even today. 

This was followed by a short stint at Vivanta Goa, Panaji where I was assigned to 

overlook sales of Food and Beverage promotions over the festive period. It was a 

challenging yet fun experience which ended with all the outlets being sold out for New 

Year's Eve. 

Apart from this I also had the opportunity to briefly oversee operations at the all day 

dining restaurant- Latitude as well as working with the restaurant manager of our fine 

dining restaurant in building an oriental ingredient inspired cocktail menu as well as 

other responsibilities like brainstorming future promotions for the outlets of the hotel. 

After converging with the batch for our reviews,I spent a brief period at the Taj Palace, 

Delhi where I had the opportunity to experience one of the biggest banquet operations 

in the country as well as work in the legendary Blue bar. I was given the opportunity to 

represent the property at Beluga Signature Bar program 2020 and just before lock down 

commenced, I received  the pleasant news that I was one of the top 50 professionals all 



 

over the country to be selected into the program and I am raring for the next phase to 

commence as soon as the pandemic situation improves. 

Currently, I am working along with 6 other HDP colleagues in collaboration with the 

HODs of Vivanta Whitefield, Bangalore in a virtual project, which is a unique experience 

owing to the pandemic. My experience with the company is filled with an immense 

amount of joy and I hope to keep the ball rolling in the coming year with the same 

amount of promise owing to the support of my colleagues and mentors. 



 

  

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

             



 

  

 

 
  

 



 

  

 

  

 

 

     

 

 

   

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings to you and your family! 

 

 



 

  

 

  

It feels amazing to bring out the 2nd edition of our alumni newsletter VMSIIHE Connect. 
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I graduated from VMSIIHE in 2020. Presently I am a cake artist and run my business from home 

 

I did my internship in Pastry and Bakery at Anantara Vilamoura Resort in Portugal which helped 

 

 

 

 

 

than answer my Third year final exams.   

 

 

 

   

 

 

started a brand under the name BAKESCAPE. I decided to give my business this name because it 
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possible.   

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

   

   

 

   

 

 

 



 

VMSIIHE Connect 

THE JOURNEY IS JUST AS IMPORTANT AS THE DESTINATION; ALUMNI 

STORIES 

 Clarissa Pereira (Batch 2017-2020) 

“If opportunity doesn't knock, build a door.” – Milton Berle 

Here I was, fresh on the threshold of completing my graduation at V. M. Salgaocar Institute of 

International Hospitality Education, dreams and plans for making it big, step by step, through hard 

work and perseverance in the hospitality industry, to be in my comfort zone –the space of the 

kitchen where even as a kid I’ve always had the love for cooking. But then Covid-19 decided to make 

an entry. And millions of dreams like mine shattered. It brought despair and helplessness to all in 

every walk of life. The wait and the struggle has been on-going.  

But this did not let people down for long. People began to come out of this helplessness and start 

their own ventures, however small it might have been. I’ve seen people start their own business out 

of nothing which gave me inspiration. Being young and unexperienced I wasn’t sure how to start off 

on my own. I waited for a while for things to get better, but in vain. Time had come to do something, 

to keep that passion for cooking and baking alive. I just couldn’t think of sitting idle. But I had my 

fears – what if I don’t succeed? Would I be any good? What if I fail? But then again I wouldn’t have 

these answers unless I started and learnt on my own. I always need to keep this in mind – “To make 

it big- I need to start somewhere, no matter how small it may seem at first.”  

As a kid, I’d watch cartoons and was fascinated with the animated Choco chip cookies they’d eat. I 

craved to eat the same, but never found the right kind of cookie indulgence. So I imagined that I 

would someday make them real nice and soft, filled with loads of chocolate!! At first, I started 

experimenting on my own. Creating my own new recipes the chewy and soft kind. The Nutella  

 

 

 

 



 

 

stuffed cookie was my first try, as I always loved the idea of chocolate bursting out into my mouth as 

I would eat the cookie. Once I got the right balance of ingredients, I went on to try other types like 

butter based, chocolate based and special cookies. I started baking for family and neighbors. People 

appreciated and persuaded me to take orders. That’s when I actually thought of starting on my own. 

People said that my cookies were unique in combination. And as far as I knew, not many people 

dealt with homemade cookies. And that’s how my humble journey began. My mind was set. I was no 

longer feeling hopeless. I was happy! 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Business is slow for now. But then that’s how business is. I have to keep going forward with a 

 

   

 

 

 



 

  

                  

 

   

And so I found mine at Grand Hyatt. It was not easy but little did I know, success always comes with a 

 

   

After weeks of looking out for vacancies, I finally landed as a business developer in the land of Bennet & 
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Being a part of VMSIIHE has been a great learning experience for me as well as my internship to Portugal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

celebrities and artists such as Pooja Bedi, Nafisa Ali, Manjri Varde and many more. I was encouraged to 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 

  

 

cuisine restaurant in Candolim Goa.   
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VMSIIHE 

Connect 
  

 

Dear Alumni, 

Greetings from VMSIIHE! 

I am pleased to inform you that on May 6th, 2022, we hosted an alumni 

meet at the Institute with our staff members and 29 VMSIIHE 

graduates. We were delighted to reconnect with and communicate 

with past students. We will hold another alumni event this year in 

December, and your alumni coordinator will notify you of the date in 

advance. We hope to see and meet the majority of you in December 

2022. I'd also like to thank our alumni coordinator, Ms. Alethea 

Baracho, for a job well done at the recent alumni gathering. 

I am also glad to inform you that we have begun a three-year B.Sc. 

degree program in Culinary 

Arts, and that our Vice Chancellor, Professor Harilal Bhaskara Menon, 

has inaugurated our Auditorium. We've also hired a full-time Sports 



 

Director, and we're looking forward to excelling in sports and other 

extracurricular activities over the next few years. 

After a two-year pause, our T.Y. and F.Y. students, together with Chef 

Sebastian and me, were able to go on a Switzerland tour. We visited 

four countries: Switzerland, Austria, Germany and France. You can 

observe the learning and pleasure the students had on the trip by 

visiting our social media accounts. 

I also travelled to Portugal to meet our students who are presently 

doing their internships there, as well as our alumni who are working 

there. 

I hope to see all of you soon, and please stay in touch. 

Prof. I.S. Mirza 

Director/Principal 

VMSIIHE 

Connect 
  

 

Greetings Alumni,  



 

I hope everything is going well for each of you. We are incredibly delighted to see the 

majority of you succeeding in both your career and personal lives despite the difficult 

circumstances that everyone has experienced. 

I'm glad to inform you that we've formed an alumni core committee, and we're hoping 

to strengthen alumni ties in the future. 

It was great to see some of you at the 2nd alumni event, which was held in May 2022 

after a two-year hiatus, and we aim to hold our next alumni meet in December, as 

requested by those who attended. And we'll continue to hold a gathering for you 

every year in December, so you can arrange your leaves and vacations accordingly. 

As your alumni coordinator, my goal for this academic year is to engage and connect 

with our alumni as much as possible through alumni series (alumni come in and speak 

to our students about the realities of the hospitality industry, motivational talks, fun 

activities, etc.), annual alumni meet, and other alumni activities.  

I would like to invite all of our alumni to be actively involved and pitch in your ideas 

and suggestions for the Alumni series and activities that we will be doing. 

Do keep in touch and stay safe! 

Alethea Baracho 

Faculty Alumni Co-ordinator 

VMSIIHE Connect 

Don't take rest after your first victory 



 

because if you fail in second, more lips 

are waiting to say that your first 

victory was just luck. 

  

  

-Abdul Kalam 



 

  

 

 

 

 

   
  

   

   

   

   

   

   

   
  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VMSIIHE Connect 

 

WHEN YOU HAVE A DREAM, YOU’VE GOT TO GRAB IT AND NEVER LET GO.” 

 

Welcoming Batch 2019-2022 (Montreux) into 

the VMSIIHE Alumni family 
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WHEN YOU HAVE A DREAM, YOU’VE GOT TO GRAB IT AND NEVER LET GO.” 

 

Welcoming Batch 2019-2022 (M.Sc.) into the 

VMSIIHE Alumni family 
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ALUMNI SERIES 

The purpose of this series is to share knowledge and connect. Having a large 

alumni base working in the industry, current batches will get an opportunity to 

interact with the alumni, and collaborate with them in future. 

We are looking forward to many alumni joining this series and interacting with our 

students in the form of motivational talks, fun activities etc. Interested alumni can 

get in touch with the alumni coordinator Ms. Alethea Baracho for the same. 
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Indian vegetarian cuisine.   

 

   

  



 

  

 

 



 

"NOSTALGIA 2022" 
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CONNECTING WITH ALUMNI 
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Prof. Irfan Mirza connecting with our alumni in Portugal   
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